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GS Adami (CR-2894-18) 

 

Attachment C                       Certificate of Rehabilitation Superior Court of California, County of San Francisco
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Governor Gavin Newsom · State Capitol ·Sacramento, California 95814 

RE-APPLICATION FOR Cl)MMUTATION AND PARDON 

Complete this form if in the last three years, you submitted a commutation or pardon application to a past administration, 

or obtained a Certificate of Rehabilitation, and wish GovEirnor Newsom to consider your application. Do not submit any 

additional documents about your case until requested to do so by the Governor's Office or the Board of Parole Hearings. 

If you submitted an application to Governor Newsom after January 7, 2019, your application is pending; do not submit 

this form. learn more about the commutation and pardon process at www.&ovca.gov/tit-me~ or mail a request for 

information to: Office of the Governor, State Capitol, Attn: legal Affairs/Clemency, Sacramento, CA 95814. 

APPLICANT INFORMATION 

N (L / . /M'ddl l Archibald Don Earl N P . A 1. . (·t d·tt 1 ame ast First I e : __________ arne on nor pp Icat1on , , erent : _________ _ 

Date of Birth: 1945 Social Secu ity Number:  
CDCR Number: B 17398 Name of Facility/Prison: _T_e_h_a_c_h_a_p_i ________ _ 
ResidenceAddress:  

Mailing Address (if different):-------------------------------

Home/Cell Phone:    Work Phone:  

I previously submitted: D Application for Commutation of Sentence 
l!!I Certificate of Rehabilitation 

l!!I Application for Pardon 

E 
.
1 maI :  

Did you receive a case number or any correspondence from the Governor's Office or the Board of Parole Hearings 
regarding your application? Have you been interviewed regarding your application? If yes, please describe: 

0-15838-11 
Certificate of Rehabilitaion was filed and granted in Los Angeles Superior Court on November 18, 2010 (please see attached) 

6/17/2023 
Applicant Signature Date 

SUBMIT COMPLETED FORM TO: 
THE OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR, STATE CAPITOL, ,UTN: LEGAL AFFAIRS/CLEMENCY, SACRAMENTO, CA 95814. 

DO NOT SUBMIT ANY OTHER DOCUMENTS AT THIS TIME. 
New2019 

R&-Application Form, Page 1 of 1 
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

FILED 
Los Angeles Superior Court 

Type Applicant's Full Name - First, Middle, Last and Suffix, if applicable 

NOV It 2010 

DateofBirth  1/S-
CII Number   

John A. ~IIJ.f~/Clak 

8'/ \ ~ Deplly 

Certificate Case Number C /< 3 I 5" 6 9 '3 
Criminal Case Number(s) C ~ 3 / > 6 9 J 

C LR -l II I C 1\ I 1-. 0 I· RI J I /\ B 11 . I T ,.'\ I < ) ~ 
Pursuant to Penal Code Sections 4852.13 

The petition is presently residing at:   e      
   

Heretofore filed, praying for a Certificate of Rehabilitation pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 3.5, Title 6 of Part 3 of the 
Pcnal Code of the State of California, came on regularly for hearing on ~ a/ - / J?;) 'Z p I I) . 

And proof having been made to the satisfaction of the Court that notice of the time of hearing has been regularly given as 
required by law; and from satisfactory proof taken at said bearing the Court fmds that all allegations of said petition arc true, 
and that the required period of rehabilitation has elapsed since petitioner's date of discharge fi-o~custody due to completion of 
the term to which the petitioner was sentenced, or upon the release on parole or probation on _ i l I 5"" I;/ 7 / 

~ . 
That, where appropriate, petitioner bas obtained reliefpW'SUant to Penal Code Section 1203.4, and that-petitioner has 
demonstrated by the course of conduct bis/her rehabilitation and fitnqs to exercise aU the civil and political rights of 
citizenship (except as provided in Penal Code Section 4852.15); and that petitioner has been timc(s) convicted of a Felony; 

WHEREFORE, It is Ordered, Adjudged, and Decreed, And this court does hereby order, adjudge, and decree the petitioner bas 
been rehabilitated and is fit to exercise all the civil and political rights of citizenship (except as provided in Penal Code Section 
4852.15), and by virtue thereof, this court recommends that the Governor of the State of California grant a full pardon to said 
petitioner. 
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF _L_os_A_n_ge_le_s ___________ _ 

Applicant's County of Residence 

In the Matter of the Application of 
Hilton Rockwell Briggs 

Type Applicant's Full Name - First, Middle, Last, and Suffix 

Certificate Number ________________ _ 

Date of Birth 1968 - ------------------Mo nth Day, Year 

CII Number  

Criminal Case 
Number A973937 

List all applicable Criminal Numbers 

Court use only 

FILED ...__,. 
suuertor Cou1'1 of Oal11ur1-
. County of Los Angelee 

JUN 29 2023 

DDidW. 8-lft, EdtOlloln1Clllkol 00111 
By:O.Barraza,Oeputy 

CERTIFICATE OF REHABILITATION 
Pursuant to Penal Code Section 4852. 13 

The petition of Hilton Rockwell Briggs 
Type Applicant's Full Name - Finrt, Middle, Last, and Suffix 

, presently residing 

at  
Type Applicant's Street Address, City. State, and Zip Code 

• heretofore filed, praying for 

a Certificate of Rehabilitation pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 3.5, Title 6 of Part 3 of the Penal Code 

of the State of California. came on regularly for hearing on this ______ 2_9t_h ________ day 
Day of the Month 

of _ ......... Ju~n_e_2_0-2 ...... 3 ___________________ and proof having been made to the 
Month, Year 

satisfaction of the Court that notice of the time of hearing has been regularly given as required by law; and from 

satisfactory proof taken at said hearing the Court finds that all allegations of said petition are true, and that the 

required period of rehabilitation has elapsed since petitioner's date of discharge from custody due to completion 

of the term to which the petitioner was sentenced, or upon the release on parole or probation on 

January, 1992 • that, where appropriate, petitioner has obtained relief pursuant to 
Month, Day, Year 

Penal Code Section 1203.4, and that petitioner has demonstrated by the course of conduct his/her rehabilitation 

and fitness to exercise all the civil and political rights of citizenship (except as provided in Penal Code 

Section 485.15); and that petitioner has been ____ o_n_e ______ _. time convicted of a felony; 
Total Number of Felony Convictions 
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Governor Gavin Newsom · State Capitol ·Sacramento, California 958::t.J11.!i4

APPLICATION FOR PARDON 

Complete this application to request a gubernatorial (governor's) pardon. This application is for a direct pardon; do not complete this 
form if you have been granted a Certificate of Rehabilitation. If you have submitted a pardon application in the last three years or if 
you have obtained a Certificate of Rehabilitation, please complete a re-application form. The Governor's Office and/or the Board of 
Parole Hearings may contact you for additional information relating to your application. If the Governor grants you a pardon, some 
information from your application will appear in a public report about clemency submitted to the California Legislature each year. 
Learn more about the pardon application process at www.gov.ca.gov/clemency or mail a request for information to: Office of the 
Governor, State Capitol, Attn: Legal Affairs/Clemency, Sacramento, CA 95814. 

APPLICANT INFORMATION 

(Attach additional pages as necessary) 

Name (Last/First/Middle): Cole, Justin, Ryan 

Date of Birth: 1982 Social Security Number: __ _
Residence Address:     

Mailing Address (if different):---------------------------------

Home/Cell Phone:  Work Phone: __________ Email: 

1. Conviction Summary (Note: The Governor's Office will review a complete copy of your criminal history report,)

List conviction(s) for which you are requesting a pardon. 

Crime(s): Date(s) of conviction: County of conviction(s): Sentence(s): 

11352(A) 06-23-2008 Los Angeles County 36 Months Probation & 180 Days Jail 

Were you under 26 years of age at the time of the crime(s) for which you are seeking a pardon? DYES ii!NO 

Crime(s): 

484(a) 

14601.1 (a) 

12500(a) 

List all prior conviction(s) in California, any other state or country, or in federal court: 

03-27-2003

09-17-2002

03-22-2001

Date(s) of conviction: Location of conviction(s): Sentence(s): 

San Fernando Courthouse 

Santa Clarita Courthouse 

Van Nuys Courthouse 

24 month Probation & $100 Fine 

36 Month Probation & 10 days Jail 

12 Months Probation & $150 Fine 

Rev 2010 
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2. Describe the circumstances of your crime(s).

I had medication that I sold to an undercover officer, for which this has been a lifetime nightmare that I regret every day. 

J have since then been rehabilitated from my actions and have not broke any laws nor have been arrested. 

3. Describe how a pardon may impact your life {e.g., immigration consequences, employment opportunities, impact on family

members, civic participation).

If a pardon is granted on my behalf, not only may it restore my 2nd Ammendment right to bare arms but it would also 

assist with my career and future. I currently work in a hospital and want to attend Respiratory School and be able 

to obtain a license through the Respiratory Care Board of California once I graduate for my job. 

4. Describe your life since your conviction (e.g., efforts in self-development, including identifying and addressing treatment needs,

professional and educational achievement; any set-backs, arrests, and new convictions; insight about past conduct; and future

goals).

Since my conviction, I have been a law abiding citizen. I have learned and matured into a responsible 

individual and have met a great girl who I plan to marry and have kids with someday. I have a passion 

and true respect for the medical field for which I strive every day to help someone in need. 

5. If you have paid any money or given any gift to anyone to assist you in preparing this application, you are required by law to list
their name, address, phone number, email address, the nature of your relationship, and amount paid or gift given.

N/A 

APPLICANT DECLARATION 
Complete the following statement after you have served your Notice of Intent to Apply for Clemency, 

I, _____ J_u_s_t_i_n_R
--=
y_a_n_C_o_l_e ____ � declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of 

(Print Applicant Full Name) 

California that the information I have provided on this application is true and correct. I further declare that I have served (mailed or 

delivered) my notice of intent to apply for clemency on the District Attorney of the County of ____ L_o_s_A_n--=g:;....e_le_s ___ _ 
(Name of County or Counties) 

07-26-2019

Date 

Submit this completed 2-page form to the Office of the Governor, State capitol, Attn: Legal Affairs/Clemency, Sacramento, CA 95814. 

You may, but are not required to, include copies of relevant documents that support your application (e.g., certificates of achievement, 

photographs, letters of support, etc.). Do not send original documents, as application documents cannot be returned. Please update 

the Governor's Office promptly if your contact information changes. Submit a completed Notice of Intent to Apply for Clemency to 

the district attorney in the county of your convictions for which you are seeking a pardon. 

Rev 2019 

Apphcabon for Guberna!orial Pardon, Page 2 of 2 
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Governor Gavin Newsom · State Capitol ·Sacramento, California 95814 

APPLICATION FOR PARDON 

Complete this application to request a gubernatorial (governor's) pardon. This application is for a direct pardon; do not complete this 

form if you have been granted a Certificate of Rehabilitation. If you have submitted a pardon application in the last three years or if 

you have obtained a Certificate of Rehabilitation, please complete a re-application form. The Governor's Office and/or the Board of 
Parole Hearings may contact you for additional information relating to your application. If the Governor grants you a pardon, some 

information from your application will appear in a public report about clemency submitted to the California Legislature each year. 
Learn more about the pardon application process at www.gov.ca.gov/clemency or mail a request for information to: Office of the 

Governor, State Capitol, Attn: Legal Affairs/Clemency, Sacramento, CA 95814. 

APPLICANT INFORMATION 

(Attach additional pages as necessary) 

Name (Last/First/Middle): Gorin, Maxim 

Date of Birth: 1976 Social Security   _
Residence Address:  

Mailing Address (if different):-----------------------------------

Home/Cell Phone:   Work Phone:   
Email: _ _ _ 

1. Conviction Summary (Note: The Governor's Office will review a complete copy of your criminal history report.)

List conviction(s) for which you are requesting a pardon. 

Crime(s): County of conviction(s): Sentence(s): 

Were you under 26 years of age at the time of the crime(s) for which you are seeking a pardon? XYES □NO 

Crime(s): 

List all prior conviction(s) in California, any other state or country, or in federal court: 

Date(s) of conviction: Location of conviction(s): Sentence(s): 

Rev. 2019 
Application for Gubernatorial Pardon, Page 1 of 2 

HSC § 11379(a)

Date(s) of conviction: 

2/13/2003       
 Los Angeles 20 days jail and 3 years probation

N/A
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See attachment.

See attachment.

See attachment.

Heidi Rummel, 699 Exposition Blvd. Los Angeles, CA 90089, 818-720-2620, hrummel@law.usc.edu, attorney-client, attorney fees.

2. Describe the circumstances of your crime(s). 

3. Describe how a pardon may impact your life (e.g., immigration consequences, employment opportunities, impact on family 

members, civic participation). 

4. Describe your life since your conviction (e.g., efforts in self-development, including identifying and addressing treatment needs, 

professional and educational achievement; any set-backs, arrests, and new convictions; insight about past conduct; and future 

goals). 

5. If you have paid any money or given any gift to anyone to assist you in preparing this application, you are required by law to list 

their name, address, phone number, email address, the nature of your relationship, and amount paid or gift given. 

APPLICANT DECLARATION 

Complete the following statement after you have served your Notice of Intent to Apply for Clemency. 

Maxim Gorin 
I, -------------------~ declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of 

(Print Applicant Full Name) 

California that the information I have provided on this application is true and correct. I further declare that I have served (mailed or 

delivered) my notice of intent to apply for clemency on the District Attorney of the County of_L_o_s_A_n_g_e_le_s ______ _ 
{Name of County or Counties) 

12/16/2023 
Applicant Signature Date 

Submit this completed 2-page form to the Office of the Governor, State Capitol, Attn: Legal Affairs/Clemency, Sacramento, CA 95814. 

You may, but are not required to, include copies of relevant documents that support your application (e.g., certificates of achievement, 

photographs, letters of support, etc.). Do not send original documents, as application documents cannot be returned. Please update 

the Governor's Office promptly if your contact information changes. Submit a completed Notice of Intent to Apply for Clemency to 

the district attorney in the county of your convictions for which you are seeking a pardon. 

Rev. 2019 
Application for Gubernatorial Pardon, Page 2 of 2 

12/20/2022
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Introduction 

Maxim (Max) Gorin is deserving of a pardon. He made a single mistake twenty years ago 
in his youth, as he was navigating the transition from active military duty in South Korea to 
civilian life. Following his arrest, Mr. Gorin cooperated fully with law enforcement, took 
accountability and plead guilty to transportation of methamphetamine for sale, successfully 
completed probation, and had his guilty plea set aside and probation terminated early at the 
District Attorney’s recommendation. As he served his country in the Army, Max Gorin has 
served his community for the past twenty years, with honor. Together with his parents, he has 
worked tirelessly to build LifeLine Ambulance Company, providing lifesaving services 
throughout Los Angeles and Orange counties. And he used his company’s success to make 
substantial and lifesaving contributions to his community during the COVID pandemic. 

Max Gorin built Lifeline Ambulance through positive relationships with law enforcement 
and government officials. He has earned awards and accolades for his dedication to serving the 
community. A pardon will afford Mr. Gorin the opportunity to secure licensing with state and 
county agencies, and to apply for a Medicare Provider number, so that he can continue to run 
Lifeline Ambulance following his parents’ retirement.  

Describe the circumstances of your crime(s). 

The Gorin family emigrated to Los Angeles from Kiev in the Ukraine following the 
dissolution of the Soviet Union when Max was three years old. The family of four lived in a one-
bedroom apartment with their grandparents while his mother and father worked multiple jobs to 
make ends meet. Max and his older brother missed out on new clothes and birthday gifts, and 
they regularly rode city buses to downtown Los Angeles to buy discounted food and necessities. 
As young Max struggled to adjust to life in the United States, his parents worked and sacrificed 
to build a new life and create opportunities for their family. Both Max and his brother Dmitry 
came to value hard work and persistence, and took advantage of those opportunities.  

Max left high school before he graduated and worked in the family bakery business  
before joining the Army. Max thrived in the military, serving his country proudly as an M1A1 
tank crewman in the Demilitarized Zone (DMX) in Dongducheon, South Korea. He led his tank 
unit to achieve top scores two years in a row and was honorably discharged in 1999. 

Max returned to Los Angeles after his military service at the age of 23 years old. He 
missed the structure and discipline of the Army, and he struggled to find a direction for his life. 
He applied for several law enforcement jobs, but no positions were immediately available. He 
worked in the family bakery and became involved in the Los Angeles club scene. For a brief 
time, Max was involved in selling drugs, mostly to friends and club acquaintances. Eventually, 
he finished college at Los Angeles Valley College and secured work in insurance sales and then 
financial planning.  

In 2001, Max was shaken by the 9/11 tragedy, and also inspired by the heroism of the 
first responders. He knew his path forward, and changed course from financial planning to 
pursue a business that would serve his community. He studied and obtained his Emergency 
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Medical Technician (EMT) license in 2002, and he diligently researched the emergency medical 
transportation industry. Later that year, he partnered with his father to found LifeLine 
Ambulance Company, beginning with a six person staff and two ambulances. In the early years, 
Max frequently responded to calls himself, handled late-night dispatching, and marketed the 
company. He developed partnerships with hospitals, insurance companies, managed care groups, 
nursing facilities, and other care providers in Los Angeles and Orange Counties. His hard work 
paid off. Today, LifeLine has a fleet of 70 ambulances and more than 300 employees, offering 
the highest level acuity patient care, basic life support, and critical care transport in multiple 
counties.  

At the same time that Mr. Gorin charted his course to establish LifeLine Ambulance, the 
Torrance and Glendale Police Departments joint drug task force was working with a confidential 
informant to investigate and charge drug trafficking cases. The informant had known Mr. Gorin 
when he was involved in the club scene and selling drugs, and contacted Mr. Gorin to set up a 
drug purchase as part of the investigation. Mr. Gorin reluctantly agreed to facilitate a drug 
transaction, leading to his arrest in July, 2002. 

After his arrest, Mr. Gorin fully cooperated with the investigation for nearly two years. 
On February 13, 2003, Mr. Gorin plead guilty to one felony count of Transportation of 
Methamphetamine for Sale. On December 15, 2005, he was sentenced to 20 days jail and three 
years formal probation. Mr. Gorin successfully completed his probation term with no violations 
or issues. On April 27, 2007, at the recommendation of the Los Angeles County District 
Attorney’s Office, Mr. Gorin’s guilty plea was set aside pursuant to PC § 1203.4 and probation 
was terminated early. 

Describe how a pardon may impact your life (e.g., immigration consequences, employment 

opportunities, impact on family members, civic participation). 

A pardon will allow Mr. Gorin to obtain the necessary licensing and approvals for state 
and county government contracts so that he can continue to run the successful company he has 
worked so hard to build following his parents’ impending retirement. A pardon will also 
facilitate the process for Mr. Gorin to obtain a Medicare Provider Number, necessary to operate 
the company and currently held by his father.  

As detailed in the attached support letter from his parents Genady and Genia Gorin, Mr. 
Gorin’s father now holds the licensing with government agencies and Medicare required for the 
company to operate. Mr. Gorin’s father is 80 years old and well-deserving of retirement. In his 
his parents’ words,  

We do not want to sell the company. Maxim and Genady have put 
their hearts into this company, and they care about continuing to 
provide excellent service to patients. If Maxim can receive a pardon 
and be eligible for the licensing that is required to run the company, 
it is our plan to transfer a majority share of the company to him so 
that Genady can step back… It is our dream for him to be able to 
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take over the company that he has poured himself into for so many 
years. 

Describe your life since your conviction (e.g., efforts in self-development, including 

identifying and addressing treatment needs, professional and educational achievement, any 

set-backs, arrests, and new convictions; insight about past conduct; and future goals). 

Max Gorin has spent his life, before and after his conviction, in service to his country and 
community. He excelled in the Army, serving under difficult circumstances and earning an 
honorable discharge. In the aftermath of 9/11, he charted a course to serve the public by working 
as an EMT and establishing a successful ambulance company. Even in the face of his arrest, he 
made the decision to cooperate with law enforcement in the larger drug investigation. For the 
past twenty years, Max Gorin has continued on his positive course. He is a family man, a 
community leader, and a successful businessman who stepped up to provide critical services for 
his community during the pandemic.  

Perhaps most telling of Max Gorin’s commitment to his community was his response in 
the early and uncertain days of the pandemic. Mr. Gorin took every step to ensure that Lifeline 
continued to respond to ambulance calls, transporting sick and dying people when very little was 
understood about the transmission of COVID. In many cases, Mr. Gorin drove the ambulance 
himself when employees did not or could not report for work. He quickly partnered with a 
manufacturing company to develop sanitizing wipes and hand sanitizer for his employees. And 
his company donated hundreds of thousands of dollars worth of Personal Protective Equipment 
(PPE) to local schools, nursing homes, first responders and charities.  

Mr. Gorin serves his community in other ways. He is on the Executive Leadership Team 
of the American Heart Association of Orange County, and he is on the Board of Directors for the 
San Gabriel Valley Economic Partnership. Most recently, Mr. Gorin worked to set up aid for 
Ukrainian refugees in Poland following the Russian invasion of the Ukraine. 

Finally, Max Gorin is a family man. He has worked closely with his parents for two 
decades to build a successful family business, and he is a doting father to his young son . 
His fiancé writes that one of his “best qualities” is his “big caring personality” and describes how 
he cares for their son, and how he supported her to switch careers by attending nursing school 
and their family when she was ill with COVID. “I know the person Max is now and the person
Max has been for many years. A person the community looks up to.” 

Maxim Gorin is more than deserving of a pardon that will allow him to lead and expand 
the successful business he has worked so hard to build and continue to serve his community and 
provide for his family.  
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE CJ\LIFOR 
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF SACRAMENTO

In the Matter of the Application of 

LEMARCUS MALONE 

For a Certificate or Rehabilitation and Pardon 

} 
} 
} 
} 
} 

Case Number: 20FE004086 
CII No:  
Date of Birth: "~ 
Criminal '-,q.m:.....uu,-1.l!UC'-Y"'= 

CERTIFICATE OF REHABILITATI FEB 1 9 

-, 

The petition of Lemarcus Malone, presently residing at

, heretofore filed. praying for a CERTIFICATE OF REHABILITATION pursuant to the 

provisions of Chapter 3.5, Title 6, of Part 3 of the Penal Code of the State of California, came 

regularly for hearing on this 19th day of February, 2021, and proof having been made to the 

satisfaction of the Court that notice of the time of hearing has been regularly given as required! by 

law; and from satisfactory proof taken at said hearing, the Court finds that all allegations of said 

petition are true, and that the required period of rehabilitation has elapsed since petitioner's date of 

discharge from custody due to his completion of the term to which he was sentenced, or upon his 

release on parole or probation on 03/24/2007, that, where appropriate, petitioner has obtained relief 

pursuant to Penal Code section 1203.4, and that petitioner has demonstrated by his course of 

conduct his rehabilitation and fitness to exercise all the civil and political rights of citizenship 

(except as provided in Penal Code section 4852.15); and that petitioner has been once convicted of a 

felony. 

WHEREFORE, It Is Ordered, Adjudged and Decreed, And this Court does hereby order, 

adjudge and decree that petitioner has been rehabilitated and is fit to exercise all the civil and 

political rights of citizenship (except as provided in Penal Code section 4852.15), and by virtue 

thereof, this Court recommends that the Governor of the State of California grant a full pardon to 

said petitioner 
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Governor Gavin Newsom · State Capitol ·Sacramento, California 95814 

APPLICATION FOR PARDON 

Complete this application to request a gubernatorial (governor’s) pardon. This application is for a direct pardon; do not complete this 
form if you have been granted a Certificate of Rehabilitation. If you have submitted a pardon application in the last three years or if 
you have obtained a Certificate of Rehabilitation, please complete a re-application form. The Governor’s Office and/or the Board of 
Parole Hearings may contact you for additional information relating to your application. If the Governor grants you a pardon, some 
information from your application will appear in a public report about clemency submitted to the California Legislature each year. 
Learn more about the pardon application process at www.gov.ca.gov/clemency or mail a request for information to: Office of the 
Governor, State Capitol, Attn: Legal Affairs/Clemency, Sacramento, CA 95814. 

APPLICANT INFORMATION 
(Attach additional pages as necessary) 

Name (Last/First/Middle):________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Date of Birth: ___________________________ Social Security Number: _______________________ 

Residence Address: _ _ 

Mailing Address (if different): ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Home/Cell Phone: _ Work Phone: __________________________ Email: _ _ 

1. Conviction Summary (Note: The Governor’s Office will review a complete copy of your criminal history report.)

Crime(s): Date(s) of conviction: County of conviction(s): Sentence(s): 

Were you under 26 years of age at the time of the crime(s) for which you are seeking a pardon?  ☐YES   ☐NO 

Crime(s): Date(s) of conviction: Location of conviction(s): Sentence(s): 

List conviction(s) for which you are requesting a pardon. 

List all prior conviction(s) in California, any other state or country, or in federal court: 

Salas Alfaro, Melvin Douglas

1968

      PC § 245(a)(1)              12/13/2001                 Los Angeles                      6 years

Please see attached. Additionally, California DOJ Criminal History is attached as Exhibit B(2).

■
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2. Describe the circumstances of your crime(s).

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Describe how a pardon may impact your life (e.g., immigration consequences, employment opportunities, impact on family
members, civic participation).

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Describe your life since your conviction (e.g., efforts in self-development, including identifying and addressing treatment needs,
professional and educational achievement; any set-backs, arrests, and new convictions; insight about past conduct; and future
goals).

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. If you have paid any money or given any gift to anyone to assist you in preparing this application, you are required by law to list
their name, address, phone number, email address, the nature of your relationship, and amount paid or gift given.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

APPLICANT DECLARATION 
Complete the following statement after you have served your Notice of Intent to Apply for Clemency. 

I, ___________________________________________, declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of  
 (Print Applicant Full Name) 

California that the information I have provided on this application is true and correct. I further declare that I have served (mailed or 

delivered) my notice of intent to apply for clemency on the District Attorney of the County of ________________________________. 
    (Name of County or Counties) 

_________________________________________ ___________________________________________ 
Applicant Signature Date 

Submit this completed 2-page form to the Office of the Governor, State Capitol, Attn: Legal Affairs/Clemency, Sacramento, CA 95814. 
You may, but are not required to, include copies of relevant documents that support your application (e.g., certificates of achievement, 
photographs, letters of support, etc.). Do not send original documents, as application documents cannot be returned. Please update 
the Governor’s Office promptly if your contact information changes. Submit a completed Notice of Intent to Apply for Clemency to 
the district attorney in the county of your convictions for which you are seeking a pardon.  

I was attending a party and saw one of my friends in an argument with another guest. I got involved and

ended up injuring the other person with a knife. 

A pardon will allow me to become a U.S. citizen. I honorably served in the U.S. Army during the First Gulf War, so I am eligible to naturalize under

INA § 329, and a pardon will remove the permanent 'good moral character' bar to citizenship caused by my conviction. As a citizen, I will be able to return 

home to California to be a father to my two children, take care of my aging mother, and return to once again be a member of the community I call home.

I have proven myself to be an active, hard-working, productive member of my community. I have worked for the same company in Costa Rica for 12.5 years now, been promoted

several times, and obtained valuable management skills. I have played an active role in my community volunteering and playing in local sports leagues. I also

suffer back pain and constant ringing in my ears as a result of my military service in Operation Desert Storm, and I wish I had access to VA Hospitals for treatment.

N/A

Melvin Douglas Salas-Alfaro

Los Angeles

June 1, 2021
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Governor Gavin Newsom · State Capitol •Sacramento, Califomia-951!'14'"

RE-APPLICATION FOR COMMUTATION AND PARDON 

Complete this form if in the last three years, you submitted a commutation or pardon application to a past administration, 
or obtained a Certificate of Rehabilitation, and wish Governor Newsom to consider your application, Do not submit any 
additional documents about your case until requested to do so by the Governor's Office or the Board of Parole Hearings. 
If you submitted an application to Governor Newsom after January 7, 2019, your application is pending; do not submit 
this form. Learn more about the commutation and pardon process at 111..,,..,, gov c _JlO...,jc �j, or mail a request for 
information to: Office of the Governor, State Capitol, Attn: Legal Affairs/Clemency, Sacramento, CA 95814. 

APPLICANT INFORMATION 

N ( / . 1 ·ctcti l Sarver, Roy Everett N P . A 1. . (·t ct·ft l ame Last First M1 e : __________ ame on nor pp 1cat1on 1 , erent : _________ _ 

Date of Birth: 1946 Social Security Number: 

CDCR N b 8-15822 N f F 
·i·t /P

. Tracy DVI, Camp La Cima (Fire Cap)
um er:_________ ame o ac1 1 y rison: __________________ _ 

Residence Address:   

Mailing Address (if different):--------------------------------

.  
Home/Cell Phone: Work Phone: ________ Email: _ 

I previously submitted: □ Application for Commutation of Sentence
D Certificate of Rehabilitation
l!!l Application for Pardon

Did you receive a case number or any correspondence from the Governor's Office or the Board of Parole Hearings 
regarding your application? Have you been interviewed regarding your application? If yes, please describe: 

No response either in any way from initial request several years ago. 

August 1 , 2021 
Date 

SUBMIT COMPLETED FORM TO: 

THE OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR, STATE CAPITOL, ATTN: LEGAL AFFAIRS/CLEMENCY, SACRAMENTO, CA 95814. 
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Governor Gavin Newsom · State Capitol ·Sacramento, California 95814 

RE-APPLICATION FOR COMMUTATION AND PARDON  

Complete this form if in the last three years, you submitted a commutation or pardon application to a past administration, 
or obtained a Certificate of Rehabilitation, and wish Governor Newsom to consider your application. Do not submit any 
additional documents about your case until requested to do so by the Governor’s Office or the Board of Parole Hearings. 
If you submitted an application to Governor Newsom after January 7, 2019, your application is pending; do not submit 
this form. Learn more about the commutation and pardon process at www.gov.ca.gov/clemency  or mail a request for 
information to: Office of the Governor, State Capitol, Attn: Legal Affairs/Clemency, Sacramento, CA 95814.  

APPLICANT INFORMATION 

Name (Last/First/Middle): Sauceda/Ralph/Jerome_______________________ Name on Prior Application (if different):  

_______________________ Date of Birth: ____ 1956_________________________ Social Security Number: 

____ ________________________________  

CDCR Number: _0272691-7____________________ Name of Facility/Prison: 
_____N/A_______________________________________  

Residence Address:       

_______________________________________________________________________________ Mailing Address 

(if different):  ___________________________________________________________________________  

Home/Cell Phone: ____________________ Work Phone: ______________________ Email: 
_ ____________________ 

I previously submitted:  ☐ Application for Commutation of Sentence
☐ Certificate of Rehabilitation
X☐ Application for Pardon

Did you receive a case number or any correspondence from the Governor’s Office or the Board of Parole Hearings 
regarding your application? Have you been interviewed regarding your application? If yes, please describe:  

__0272691-7 I  have never been interviewed by your office. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________  

__Ralph J. Sauceda 
_______________________________________ 

_____08/16/2021_____________________________________  

Applicant Signature  Date  
SUBMIT COMPLETED FORM TO: 

THE OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR, STATE CAPITOL, ATTN: LEGAL AFFAIRS/CLEMENCY, SACRAMENTO, CA 95814. 
DO NOT SUBMIT ANY OTHER DOCUMENTS AT THIS TIME.   

New 2019 
Re-ApplicatForm, Page 1 of 1 
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Rev. 2019
       Application for Gubernatorial Pardon, Page 1 of 2 

 
 

Governor Gavin Newsom · State Capitol ·Sacramento, California 95814 
 

APPLICATION FOR PARDON 

Complete this application to request a gubernatorial (governor’s) pardon. This application is for a direct pardon; do not complete this 
form if you have been granted a Certificate of Rehabilitation. If you have submitted a pardon application in the last three years or if 
you have obtained a Certificate of Rehabilitation, please complete a re-application form. The Governor’s Office and/or the Board of 
Parole Hearings may contact you for additional information relating to your application. If the Governor grants you a pardon, some 
information from your application will appear in a public report about clemency submitted to the California Legislature each year. 
Learn more about the pardon application process at www.gov.ca.gov/clemency or mail a request for information to: Office of the 
Governor, State Capitol, Attn: Legal Affairs/Clemency, Sacramento, CA 95814. 

APPLICANT INFORMATION
(Attach additional pages as necessary) 

Name (Last/First/Middle):________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Date of Birth: _____________________________ Social Security Number: __________________________________________  
 
Residence Address: _______________________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address (if different): ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Home/Cell Phone: ___________ Work Phone: ____________ Email: ___ 
        
1. Conviction Summary (Note: The Governor’s Office will review a complete copy of your criminal history report.) 

 

Crime(s): Date(s) of conviction: County of conviction(s): Sentence(s): 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Were you under 26 years of age at the time of the crime(s) for which you are seeking a pardon?  ☐YES   ☐NO 

 

Crime(s): Date(s) of conviction: Location of conviction(s): Sentence(s): 

 

 

 

Silagy, Daniel Mitchell 

1958

same as above

Case Number: A906633

   - Felony Health and Safety Code §11352, Transport/Sell Narcotic Controlled Substance            

   - Date of conviction: June 13, 1984

   - County of Conviction - Los Angeles County

   - Sentence - 4 years of probation and 90 days in jail

  - Conviction set aside and dismissed per PC 1203.4 on March 24, 1995

Misdemeanor Theft (CA PC §484) - December 10, 1981 - Long Beach Municipal Court - 12 months of probation

Doc ID: 4a4268ea360b610040623f8a960c185178862807
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Rev. 2019
       Application for Gubernatorial Pardon, Page 2 of 2 

2. Describe the circumstances of your crime(s). 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. Describe how a pardon may impact your life (e.g., immigration consequences, employment opportunities, impact on family 

members, civic participation).  

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
4. Describe your life since your conviction (e.g., efforts in self-development, including identifying and addressing treatment needs, 

professional and educational achievement; any set-backs, arrests, and new convictions; insight about past conduct; and future 

goals). 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
5. If you have paid any money or given any gift to anyone to assist you in preparing this application, you are required by law to list 

their name, address, phone number, email address, the nature of your relationship, and amount paid or gift given. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
APPLICANT DECLARATION 

Complete the following statement after you have served your Notice of Intent to Apply for Clemency. 
 
 

I, ___________________________________________, declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of  
               (Print Applicant Full Name) 

 
California that the information I have provided on this application is true and correct. I further declare that I have served (mailed or
 

delivered) my notice of intent to apply for clemency on the District Attorney of the County of ________________________________.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 (Name of County or Counties) 

_________________________________________  ___________________________________________ 
Applicant Signature     Date 

 
 
Submit this completed 2-page form to the Office of the Governor, State Capitol, Attn: Legal Affairs/Clemency, Sacramento, CA 95814. 

You may, but are not required to, include copies of relevant documents that support your application (e.g., certificates of achievement, 

photographs, letters of support, etc.). Do not send original documents, as application documents cannot be returned. Please update 

the Governor’s Office promptly if your contact information changes. Submit a completed Notice of Intent to Apply for Clemency to 

the district attorney in the county of your convictions for which you are seeking a pardon.  

See affidavit of Applicant attached hereto, paragraphs 9-14 for the circumstances of the crime for which I am seeking a 

pardon. I had picked up a package sent from my second cousin, but unbeknownst to me it was a package with cocaine. 

I regret my decisions regarding who I trusted, but I hope that these circumstances illustrate the context of my conviction. 

See affidavit of Applicant attached hereto, paragraphs 15-18 for how a pardon will impact my life. 

I am currently retired, and while I am no longer as young as I once was, I still have lots of life left in me. I would

like to spend as much time as I can with my children and grandchildren, including traveling internationally with them. 

See affidavit of Applicant attached hereto, paragraphs 19-35, for how my life has been since my conviction. 

Since my conviction, I have made a living by buying, rebuilding, and reselling oldboats. Currently, I am retired. 

I have changed my circle of friends and type of social activities, and I have become involved in my community. 

The Law Firm of Shea M. Randall, Shea M. Randall, Attorney, $2800 in attorneys fees and costs

Daniel Mitchell Silagy

Los Angeles

02/02/2024

Doc ID: 4a4268ea360b610040623f8a960c185178862807
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF SACRAMENTO 

In the Matter of the Application of For a Certificate or Rehabilitation and Pardon 
} Case Number: 18FE012062 
} CII No:  

Richard Charles Spalding } Date of Birth: .956 

} Criminal C . ~o~ . 6~9. ;i.J!JQRSED 

CERTIFICATE OF REBABILITATI SEP 2 6 2018 

The petition of Richard Charles Spalding, presently residing at

 heretofore filed. praying for a CERTIFICATE OF REHABILITATION pursuant to the 

provisions of Chapter 3.5, Title 6 of Part 3 of the Penal Code of the State of California, came 

regularly for hearing on this 26&b day of September 2018, and proof having been made to the 

satisfaction of the Court that notice of the time of hearing has been regularly given ae required by 

law; and from satisfactory proof taken at said hearing, the Court finds that all allegations of said 

petition are true, and that the required period of rehabilitation has elapsed since petitioner's date of 

discharge from custody due to his completion of the term to which he was sentenced, or upon his 

release on parole or probation on November 20, 1993, that, where appropriate, petitioner has 

obtained relief pursuant to Penal Code section 1203.4, and that petitioner has demonstrated by his 

course of conduct his rehabilitation and fitness to exercise all the civil and political rights of 

citizenship (except as provided in Penal Code section 4852.15); and that petitioner has been once 

convicted of a felony. 

WHEREFORE, It Is Ordered, Adjudged and Decreed, And this Court doee hereby order, 

adjudge and decree that petitioner has been rehabilitated and is fit to exercise all the civil and 

political rights of citizenship (except as provided in Penal Code section 4852.15), and by virtue 

thereof, this Court recommends that the Governor of the State?)alifornia grant a full pardon to 

said petitioner / / 

Done in open oourt this 26"' day of Sept.ember 20 · ~ ~ 

This form prepared under the direction of the Office ~ Atwr!ey General of the State of California. 
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Governor Gavin Newsom · State Capitol ·Sacramento, California 95814 

APPLICATION FOR PARDON 

Complete this application to request a gubernatorial {governor's) pardon. This application is for a direct pardon; do not complete this 
form if you have been granted a Certificate of Rehabilitation. If you have submitted a pardon application in the last three years or if 
you have obtained a Certificate of Rehabilitation, please complete a re-application form. The Governor's Office and/or the Board of 

Parole Hearings may contact you for additional information relating to your application. If the Governor grants you a pardon, some 
information from your application will appear in a public report about clemency submitted to the California Legislature each year. 
Learn more about the pardon application process at www.gov.ca.gov/clemency or mail a request for information to: Office of t he 
Governor, State Capitol, Attn: Legal Affairs/ Clemency, Sacramento, CA 95814. 

APPLICANT INFORMATION 
(Attach additional pages as necessary) 

Name (Last/ First/Middle): Robert Allen Teagle 

Date of Birth: 1948 Social Security Number: _ _____ _ 
Residence Address:  

Malling Address (if different): - ------------ ------------- -------

Home/Cell Phone:  work Phone: Email:  - ----------

1. Conviction Summary (Note: The Governor's Office will review a complete copy of your criminal history report.) 

List conviction(s) for which you are requesting a pardon. 

Crime(s): Date(s) of conviction : County of conviction(s): Sentence(s): 

89M14228 02/14/1990 Sacramento 60 days county jail; 3 years informal probation 

Were you under 26 years of age at the t ime of the crime(s) for which you are seeking a pardon? i!!IYES D NO 

Crime(s): 

List all prior conviction(s) in California, any other state or country, or in federal court: 

Date(s) of conviction: Location of conviction(s): Sentence(s): 

Rev. 2019 
ApplicaUon IOf Gubema!o~al Pardon. Page 1 of 2 
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2. Describe the circumstances of your crime(s). 

Please See Attached 

3. Describe how a pardon may impact your life (e.g., immigration consequences, employment opportunities, impact on family 

members, civic participation). 

Please See Attached 

4. Describe your life since your conviction (e.g., efforts in self-development, including identifying and addressing treatment needs, 

professional and educational achievement; any set-backs, arrests, and new convictions; insight about past conduct; and future 
goals). 

Please See Attached 

5. If you have paid any money or given any gift to anyone to assist you in preparing this application, you are required by law to list 
their name, address, phone number, email address, the nature of your relationship, and amount paid o r gift given. 

Michael J . Wise, Attorney at Law, 455 Capitol Mall, Ste 305, Sacramento, CA 95814; 916.498.9473; mike@wisechoicelaw.com, Attorney of Record, $3750.00 

APPLICANT DECLARATION 
Complete the following statement after you have served your Notice of Intent to Apply for Clemency. 

Robert Allen Teagle 
/, ------ ------- -------' declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of 

(Print Applicant Full Nome} 

California that the information I have provided on this application is true and correct. I further declare that I have served (mailed or 

delivered) my notice of intent to apply for clemency on the District Attorney of the County of_S_a_c_ra_m_e_n_t_o ________ _ 
(Nome of Counry or Counties} 

2021.10.27 
Date 

Submit this completed 2-page form to the Office of the Governor, State Capitol, Attn: Legal Affairs/Clemency, Sacramento, CA 95814. 
You may, but are not required to, include copies of relevant documents that support your application (e.g., certificates of achievement, 

photographs, letters of support, etc.). Do not send original documents, as application documents cannot be returned. Please update 
the Governor's Office promptly if your contact information changes. Submit a completed Notice of Intent to Apply for Clemency to 
the district attorney in the county of your convictions for which you are seeking a pardon. 

Rav. 2019 
Appl1cabon for Gubema!anal Pardon. Poge 2 of 2 
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2 

MICHAEL J. WISE (SBN 171836) 
WISE LAW GROUP 
455 Capitol Mall, Suite 305 

3 Sacramento, CA 95814 
Tel: (916) 498-9473 

4 Fax: (916) 476-4023 

5 Attorney for Defendant 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

ATTACHMENT 

TO THE GOVERNOR of the State of California: 

Through this, Petitioner Robert Allen Teagle, hereby respectfully represents and shows 

13 that: 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

I. 

On or about September 4, 1981 , Petitioner Teagle pied nolo contendre to a felony 

violation of HS 11 352 in the County of San Bernardino, State of California. 

Petitioner was sentenced to 69 days of non-custodial time in a rehabilitation center. 

Thereafter, on or about January 1982, Petitioner completed his non-custodial time. 

ll. 

Mr. Teagle was born and raised in California. Mr. Teagle  

. Mr. Teagle has been and continues to be an upstanding citizen of his community. 

Defendant completed 3 years' Probation, paid aJI fees and fines, and completed his non-custodial 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

-

time in a rehabilitation center. He has fulfilled all obligations required by the court and then 

some. 

Prior to his conviction Mr. Teagle focused on his military career. In 1967, Mr. Teagle 

enlisted in the United States Army [See Exhibit A]. Mr. Teagle served our country in the 

Vietnam War and was assigned to the communications center where he was responsible for 

sending/receiving classified messages via teletype. After a short time, Mr. Teagle successfully 

transferred to the l 51 Calvary division where he volunteered for long range reconnaissance 

missions for the l si Calvary Division [See Exhibit B]. On or about May 8, 1968, while serving 

our Country in the Vietnam War, Mr. Teagle was wounded in action. On May 28, 1968, Mr. 

Teagle received the Purple Heart medal by the direction of the President of the United States for 

wounds received in connection with military operations against a hostile force [See Exhibit C]. 

Mr. Teagle secured a top-secret clearance during the Vietnam War. He went through the 

"LRRP" [long range reconnaissance patrol] training and special forces training. In addition, Mr. 

Teagle went through "Recondo Ranger" training [Reconnaissance Commando] to become an 

Army Ranger. As an Army Ranger he was deployed for special operation missions in Asia 

during the Vietnam War. On June 12, 1968, Mr. Teagle was also awarded the Silver Star for 

heroism while serving in the Vietnam War [See Exhibit D]. 

In 1969, Mr. Teagle decided to re-enter military service and was assigned to Alaska. 

Unfortunately, due to the wounds suffered in Vietnam, he was assigned to Bassett Army Hospit 

as a "medical records specialist". While stationed in Alaska, he completed extensive training in 

winter survival skills and learned to snow ski. During the frigid winter months in Alaska, Mr. 

Teagle assisted the "ski patrol" and became a member of the National Ski Patrol [See Exhibit E]. 

2 
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In 1972, during the last 6 months of his military service, he entered into a program called 

"Project Transition"; this program helps transition from military life to civilian life. The 

program enabled Mr. Teagle to work in a civilian job to learn a trade that would help him 

transition from military to civilian life. He was given the opportunity to work with the Alaska 

Department of Fish & Game. 

Mr. Teagle was honorably discharged from the Army on October 4, 1972 [See Exhibit F]. 

Mr. Teagle continued to work for the Department of Fish and Game in California catching 

wildlife, etc. [See Exhibit G]. 

During Mr. Teagle's military career, he was awarded many medals and badges; the 

National Defense Service medal, Silver Star medal, Vietnam service medal, Purple Heart Medal, 

Vietnam Campaign medal, Expert Badge M-14, Combat Infantryman Badge, Sharpshooter 

Badge M- 16.  

During the intervening time Mr. Teagle became a father, a productive member of society, 

maintained employment, and is a dedicated and upstanding member of society [See Exhibit H, I 

&J]. 

Mr. Teagle has worked diligently to approach his life with the respect and dignity of a 

contributing member of society. He has left the errors of an impulsive life in his past and atoned 

for his poor decisions of the past. He is requesting this State recognize that transition and allow 

him to seize upon the limited opportunities which remain in our legislative quiver to recognize 

his commitment to move forward as a man of integrity and good conscience. 

Mr. Teagle is seeking a Pardon in the hopes that he will be able to exercise his legal 

rights and move beyond this conviction. It has been more than 40 years since Mr. Teagle was 

convicted of this offense. 
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WHEREFORE, Petitioner prays that the Governor make its order and decree declaring 

that the Petitioner has been rehabilitated, and grant Petitioner a full pardon; and that for such 

purpose a time be appointed for the hearing of the foregoing Petition, and that all other and 

necessary proper orders may be made in the premises. 

I declare under penalty of perjury and the laws of the State of California that the 

foregoing is true and correct. 

Dated: 2022.04.06 

,, SQ 
Petitioner Robert Allen Teagle 
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__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ ___________________________________________ 

Governor Gavin Newsom · State Capitol ·Sacramento, California 95814 

RE-APPLICATION FOR COMMUTATION AND PARDON 

Complete this form if in the last three years, you submitted a commutation or pardon application to a past administration, 
or obtained a Certificate of Rehabilitation, and wish Governor Newsom to consider your application. Do not submit any 
additional documents about your case until requested to do so by the Governor’s Office or the Board of Parole Hearings. 
If you submitted an application to Governor Newsom after January 7, 2019, your application is pending; do not submit 
this form. Learn more about the commutation and pardon process or mail a request for 
information to: Office of the Governor, State Capitol, Attn: Legal Affairs/Clemency, Sacramento, CA 95814. 

APPLICANT INFORMATION 

Name (Last/First/Middle): _______________________ Name on Prior Application (if different): _______________________ 

Date of Birth: ______________________ Social Security Number: ___________________ 

CDCR Number: _____________________ Name of Facility/Prison: ____________________________________________ 

Residence Address: _________________________ 

Mailing Address (if different): ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Home/Cell Phone: __ Work Phone: ___ Email:  

I previously submitted: Application for Commutation of Sentence 
Certificate of Rehabilitation 
Application for Pardon 

Did you receive a case number or any correspondence from the Governor’s Office or the Board of Parole Hearings 
regarding your application? Have you been interviewed regarding your application? If yes, please describe: 

Applicant Signature Date 

SUBMIT COMPLETED FORM TO: 
THE OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR, STATE CAPITOL, ATTN: LEGAL AFFAIRS/CLEMENCY, SACRAMENTO, CA 95814. 

DO NOT SUBMIT ANY OTHER DOCUMENTS AT THIS TIME. 
New 2019

Re-Application Form, Page 1 of 1 

Velasco, William,Sean

/1968
H-24420 Grawlersburg conservation camp #33

Same as above

I have not received a case number or any correspondence from the Governor's office or parole board regarding my application. On 6/30/2017 the 
Superior Court of Solono County granted me a certificate of rehabilitation. The court documents I received stated the Pardon order was signed.

Case number MISC 9213 M. Judge John B. Ellis
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Governor Gavin Newsom · State Capitol ·Sacramento, California 95814 

APPLICATION FOR PARDON 

Complete this application to request a gubernatorial (governor’s) pardon. This application is for a direct pardon; do not complete this 
form if you have been granted a Certificate of Rehabilitation. If you have submitted a pardon application in the last three years or if 
you have obtained a Certificate of Rehabilitation, please complete a reapplication form. The Governor’s Office and/or the Board of 
Parole Hearings may contact you for additional information relating to your application. If the Governor grants you a pardon, some 
information from your application will appear in a public report about clemency submitted to the California Legislature each year. 
Learn more about the pardon application process at www.gov.ca.gov/clemency or mail a request for  information to: Office of the 
Governor, State Capitol, Attn: Legal Affairs/Clemency, Sacramento, CA 95814. 

APPLICANT INFORMATION 
(Attach additional pages as necessary) 

Name (Last/First/Middle):________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Date of Birth: ____ ____________________ Social Security Number: _________ _____________________ 

Residence Address: ______________ _________________________________ 

Mailing Address  (if different): _________________ ______________________________ 

Home/Cell Phone: ______ ____ Work Phone: _____ _______ Email:  ___ 

1.  Conviction Summary (Note: The Governor’s Office will review a complete copy of your criminal history report.) 

Crime(s):  Date(s) of conviction:  County of conviction(s):  Sentence(s): 

Were you under 26 years of age at the time of the crime(s) for which you are seeking a pardon? ☐YES  ☐NO 

Crime(s):  Date(s) of conviction:  Location of conviction(s):  Sentence(s): 

Rev. 2019 
Application for Gubernatorial Pardon, Page 1 of 2 

■

Walter Earlonne Woods

 1971

03/30/1999 Los Angeles667(A) 212.5(C)

12022(A)(1) 

31 Tears to Life

03/30/1999

12/25/1988

12/25/1988

Los Angeles

Los Angeles

Los Angeles 10 years

10 years

26 Tears to Life

207PC

211PC

667(A) 212.5(C) 03/30/1999 Los Angeles 31 Tears to Life

26 Tears to LifeLos Angeles03/30/199912022(A)(1) 

207PC 12/25/1988 Los Angeles 10 years
211PC 12/25/1988 Los Angeles 10 years183 -  Executive Report on Clemency 2024



 
 

  
          

 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
            

    
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

        
             

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

          
     

 
 

 
 

 
             

 
 

  
                

 
  

 

     
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

 
 
 
 

     
           

 
 

       
   

           
             

  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________  ___________________________________________ 

2.  Describe the circumstances of your crime(s). 

3.  Describe  how  a  pardon may  impact  your  life  (e.g.,  immigration  consequences,  employment  opportunities,  impact  on  family 
members, civic participation). 

4.  Describe your life since your conviction (e.g., efforts in selfdevelopment, including identifying and addressing treatment needs, 
professional and educational achievement; any setbacks, arrests, and new convictions;  insight about past conduct; and future 
goals). 

5.  If you have paid any money or given any gift to anyone to assist you in preparing this application, you are required by law to list 
their name, address, phone number, email address, the nature of your relationship, and amount paid or gift given. 

APPLICANT DECLARATION 
Complete the following statement after you have served your Notice of Intent to Apply for Clemency. 

I, ___________________________________________, declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of 
(Print Applicant Full Name) 

California that the information I have provided on this application is true and correct. I further declare that I have served (mailed or 

delivered) my notice of intent to apply for clemency on the District Attorney of the County of ________________________________. 
(Name of County or Counties) 

Applicant Signature  Date 

Submit this completed 2page form to the Office of the Governor, State Capitol, Attn: Legal Affairs/Clemency, Sacramento, CA 95814. 
You may, but are not required to, include copies of relevant documents that support your application (e.g., certificates of achievement, 
photographs, letters of support, etc.). Do not send original documents, as application documents cannot be returned. Please update 
the Governor’s Office promptly if your contact information changes. Submit a completed Notice of Intent to Apply for Clemency to 
the district attorney in the county of your convictions for which you are seeking a pardon. 

Rev. 2019 
Application for Gubernatorial Pardon, Page 2 of 2 

After many years in prison and much personal deep self-reflection I came to realize that much of my criminality

A pardon would significantly impact my life in a variety ways.  I am currently working with Alameda County

came from me growing up idolizing my older brother. I tried to emulate everything he did. He introduced me to  
criminal thinking and behavior in his misguided efforts to look out for me and teach me how to be  (see Attached) 

Probation in their juvenile justice programs. A pardon would allow me to gain greater accessibility to the youth on
a more frequent basis. With a pardon I could  actually obtain contracted and/or full-time employment. Fortunately   

Walter Earlonne Woods

Los Angeles

January 08, 2023

N / A

184 -  Executive Report on Clemency 2024



 (Walter Earlonne Woods Application For Pardon cont.)) 

 2. Describe the circumstances of your crime(s). 

 After many years in prison and much personal deep self-reflection I came to realize that much of 
 my criminality came from me growing up idolizing my older brother. I tried to emulate everything 
 he did. He introduced me to criminal thinking and behavior in his misguided efforts to look out 
 for me and teach me how to be a man. 

 As a result of my criminal mindset, on December 24, 1988, at the age of 17, I along with several 
 of my friends,  committed a Kidnap/ Robbery of a neighborhood drug dealer. I plead guilty to the 
 charges in 1989. Even though I was only 17 at the time of the commission of the crime due to its 
 severity I was found to be unfit as a juvenile and was sentenced to 10 years in prison. I did 2 yrs 
 in the youth authority and 4 yrs 3 months in prison. After my release I attempted to get several 
 jobs but after being repeatedly rejected I eventually gave up job hunting and returned to what I 
 thought was available–crime. 

 On March 30, 1999 I was convicted of Attempted Second Degree Robbery, and Assault with A 
 Deadly Weapon. I received a three strike sentence of 31 years to Life for the Robbery and 26 
 years to life for the Assault with A Deadly Weapon (stayed). 

 3. Describe how a pardon may impact your life (e.g., immigration 
 consequences, employment opportunities, impact on family members, 
 civic participation). 

 A pardon would significantly impact my life in a variety of ways.  I am currently working 
 with Alameda County Probation in their Juvenile Justice programs. A pardon would 
 allow me to gain greater accessibility to the youth on a more frequent basis. With a 
 pardon I could  actually obtain contracted and/or full-time employment. Fortunately I 
 have been able to co-create an internationally known podcast Ear Hustle, while 
 incarcerated, and write a book about my experiences creating Ear Hustle. There have 
 been a number of opportunities for me to speak, attend conferences, and/or provide 
 consultation to organizations in several countries, i.e Canada, Japan, that I must turn 
 them down because of my criminal convictions. A pardon would forever remove this 
 barrier to our brand growth and broaden my personal life opportunity. I am currently 
 working on sole ownership in the cannabis market. My previous convictions are 
 hindering my efforts to obtain said ownership. 

 4. Describe your life since your conviction (e.g., efforts in self development, 
 including identifying and addressing treatment needs, professional and 

185 -  Executive Report on Clemency 2024



 educational achievement; any set backs, arrests, and new convictions; insight 
 about past conduct; and future goals). 

 When I was arrested, my unarmed best friend Furman Little was shot in the back 5 
 times by officers. Witnessing his murder changed my mindset. 

 Since my commutation in 2018 I have been working full time with the Ear Hustle 
 Podcast. In 2020 I gave a commencement speech to the journalism class at Cal 
 Berkeley; Also Ear Hustle was a 2020 Pulitzer Prize Finalist in their first ever Audio 
 Reporting category; In 2021 I won a Dupont award. I co-authored the book This Is Ear 
 Hustle: Unflinching Stories of Everyday Prison Life. I’ve participated in many panel 
 discussions, I currently volunteer in a few prisons as well as Juvenile hall. Also running 
 a campaign to end California’s three strikes law..  In 2022 This Is Ear Hustle: 
 Unflinching Stories of Everyday Prison Life was chosen by San Francisco’s Public 
 Library for their The One City One Book celebration. 
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AND 

APPLICATIONS 

2024 
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Governor Newsom’s 2024 Commutation Grants 
 
Last Name First Name CDCR # 

Date of 
Commutation 

 
Page 

Atlas Tyson AB0785 3/29/2024 194 
Buckley Rodney AA9358 3/29/2024 199 
Cano Carlos P07818 3/29/2024 206 
Dugmore Arlene X00016 3/29/2024 218 
Dunn Patrick H81949 3/29/2024 226 
Harris Terrance V34849 3/29/2024 231 
Jones Sean AF1028 3/29/2024 235 
Karimalis Aris H78158 3/29/2024 244 
Loftis Martin H51235 3/29/2024 247 
May Brett F55747 3/29/2024 253 
Newvine Jeffrey K64825 3/29/2024 264 
Nguyen John G01564 3/29/2024 277 
Ogg Michael K32694 3/29/2024 284 
Sanders Gregory C38274 3/29/2024 293 
Suon Kamsoth P28083 3/29/2024 299 
Walker Donald F77647 3/29/2024 314 
Winkelman John K57302 3/29/2024 319 
Wong Elaine W15719 3/29/2024 345 
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Governor Gavin Newsom · State Capitol ·Sacramento, California 95814 

APPLICATION FOR A COMMUTATION OF SENTENCE 

Complete this application to request a commutation of sentence (a reduction of sentence/punishment) from the Governor. If you 
have submitted a commutation application in the last three years, please complete the re-application form. The Governor’s Office 
and/or the Board of Parole Hearings may contact you for additional information relating to this application. If the Governor grants 
you a commutation, some information from your application will appear in an annual public report about clemency 
the Governor is required to submit to the California Legislature. Learn more about commutation application at 
www.gov.ca.gov/clemency or mail a request for information to: Office of the Governor, State Capitol, Attn: Legal Affairs/Clemency, 
Sacramento, CA 95814. 

APPLICANT INFORMATION 
(Attach additional pages as necessary.) 

Name (Last/First/Middle): __________________________________________________ Date of Birth: __________________ 

CDCR Number: ________________________________ Social Security Number: ____________________________________________ 

Name of Facility/Prison: _____________________________ Facility/Prison Address:_______________________________________ 

1. Conviction Summary (Note: The Governor’s Office will review a complete copy of your criminal history report.) 

Crime(s): Date(s) of conviction: County of conviction(s): Sentence(s): 

Were you under 26 years of age at the time of the crime(s) for which you are seeking a commutation of sentence?  ☐YES ☐NO 

Crime(s): Date(s) of conviction: Location of conviction(s): Sentence(s): 

Rev. 2019 
Application a Commutation of Sentence, Page 1 of 2 

Kamsoth Suon

P-28083

Folsom State Prison P.O. Box 715071, Represa, CA 95671

See attached. 

See attached. 
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__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ ___________________________________________ 

2. Describe the circumstances of your crime(s).

3. Describe how a commutation of sentence may impact your life.

4. Describe your life since your conviction (e.g., efforts in self-development, including identifying and addressing treatment needs,
professional and educational achievement; any set-backs, conduct violations, or new convictions; insight about past conduct; and
future goals).

5. If you have paid any money or given any gift to anyone to assist you in preparing this application, you are required by law to list
their name, address, phone number, email address, the nature of your relationship, and amount paid or gift given.

APPLICANT DECLARATION 
Complete the following statement after you have served your Notice of Intent 

I, ___________________________________________, declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of 
(Print Applicant Full Name) 

California that the information I have provided on this application is true and correct. I further declare that I have served (mailed or 

delivered) my notice of intent to apply for clemency on the District Attorney of the County of ________________________________. 
(Name of County or Counties) 

Applicant Signature Date 

Submit this completed 2-page form to the Office of the Governor, State Capitol, Attn: Legal Affairs/Clemency, Sacramento, CA 95814. 
You may, but are not required to, include copies of relevant documents that support your application (e.g., certificates of achievement, 
photographs, letters of support, etc.). Do not send original documents, as application documents cannot be returned. Please update 
the Governor’s Office promptly if your contact information changes. Submit a completed Notice of Intent to Apply for Clemency to 
the district attorney in the county of your convictions for which you are seeking a commutation of sentence. 

Rev. 2019 
Application for Commutation of Sentence, Page 2 of 2 

Attorney Lilliana Paratore, for Kamsoth Suon

See attached. 

See attached. 

See attached. 

None. 

Attorney Lilliana Paratore, for Kamsoth Suon

Stanislaus 

April 15, 2022
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318 Harrison Street, Suite 103, Oakland, CA 94607 
Tel: (510) 271-0310 | Fax: (510) 817-9418 

www.uncommonlaw.org 

 
Keith Wattley Executive Director | Lilliana Paratore Managing Attorney | Alec Weiss Staff Attorney | Maddie Flood Supervising Attorney 

Mihal Rose Ansik Staff Attorney, Home After Harm | Emma Tolman Staff Attorney, Home After Harm | Serena Witherspoon Equal Justice Works Fellow 
 
 

April 15, 2022 
 
 
Governor Gavin Newsom 
Office of the Governor 
Attn.: Legal Affairs 
State Capitol 
Sacramento, California 95814 
 
 
 RE:   Application for Commutation of Sentence for Kamsoth Suon (P-28083) 
 
Dear Governor Newsom: 
 
 Please accept the following as Mr. Suon’s Application for Commutation of Sentence. 
At 17 years of age, Mr. Suon was sentenced to 89 years to life for the murder of Mr. Mitchell 
Washington. At the time, Mr. Suon was a young, impressionable teenager, who found 
acceptance in a street gang after struggling with a learning disability and his identity as a 
refugee.  
 

In 2014, in an effort to recognize the immaturity of people who commit crimes in 
their youth and their increased capacity for change, Senate Bill 260 created special youth 
offender parole hearings for people who committed their controlling offense before reaching 
age 18. After almost 20 years of incarceration, Mr. Suon was given hope when he was 
informed that he was eligible for a youth offender parole hearing before the Board in 2022. 
(See Youth Offender Analysis, Exhibit A.) Mr. Suon continued to work diligently on his 
healing, growth, and rehabilitation. Recognizing Mr. Suon’s profound insight and personal 
transformation, UnCommon Law agreed to assist Mr. Suon with preparing for his parole 
hearing.  
 

In July 2021, just as Mr. Suon was beginning to prepare for his scheduled parole 
hearing in earnest, CDCR realized that Mr. Suon was not in fact eligible for a youth offender 
parole hearing due to a prior juvenile strike. Without informing Mr. Suon of their error, 
CDCR canceled Mr. Suon’s scheduled hearing and reinstated his original parole hearing date 
in 2040.  

 
We submit this application for commutation because Mr. Suon is ready and able to 

return to the community safely, and should be afforded the opportunity to appear before the 
Board before 2040. Mr. Suon has done a tremendous amount of work on himself and 
undergone a profound transformation since he was incarcerated in 1998. Mr. Suon is eager to 
make amends for the harm he caused and is ready to reunite with his family, particularly his 
son. Once Mr. Suon’s social history, as well as his subsequent growth and maturity, are taken 
into account, it is clear that his prolonged incarceration benefits no one and is a financial 
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burden to the state of California. We urge you to commute Mr. Suon’s sentence and give him 
the opportunity to reenter society at an earlier time than his original sentence allows.  
 
Question 1: Conviction Summary 
 

Mr. Suon was just 17 years old when he committed his life crime. He is currently 
serving a sentence of 59 years to life in a California state prison.1  Mr. Suon was convicted of 
two counts:  

 
Count I: First degree murder with premeditation (PC § 187); use of a firearm 
enhancement (PC § 12022.5); an offense committed for the benefit, at the direction 
of, or in association with a criminal street gang special allegation (PC § 186.22(b)(l)); 
and 2 each of PC § 667(a) PC and PC § 667(d) priors. 

  
Count II: Participation in a street gang (PC § 186.22(a)); use of firearm enhancement 
(PC § 12022.5); and 2 each of PC §667(a) and PC §667(d) priors. 
 

Prior to the life crime, Mr. Suon was convicted of four juvenile offenses:  
 

Date County Offense Sentence 

November 10, 
1993 

Stanislaus 
County Juvenile 
Court 

Vandalizing a park 
bench (PC § 594(b)(4)). 
 

Informal probation, 30 
days work program, 30 
days juvenile hall 
suspended. 

August 15, 1995 Stanislaus 
County Juvenile 
Court 

Offense Against Public 
Justice (PC § 148).  

 70 days juvenile, 60 
suspended, 10 days 
work program 

April 19, 1996 Stanislaus 
County Juvenile 
Court 

Burglary of an inhabited 
dwelling (PC § 459), 
Assault with a Deadly 
Weapon (PC § 
245(a)(l)), and two 
violations of probation. 

131 days juvenile hall, 
60 suspended, 14 days 
work program, 14 days 
home commitment. 
 

March 31, 1997 Stanislaus 
County Juvenile 
Court 

Assault and Battery (PC 
§ 242/243(b)), a 
misdemeanor, and 
violation of probation. 

77 days juvenile hall, 
60 suspended. 

 
1 Mr. Suon was originally sentenced to 89 years to life; however, his sentence was changed on appeal to 59 

years to life. (See Court of Appeal Opinion, Exhibit B.)  
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(See Report and Recommendation of the Probation Officer, Exhibit C.)   
 
Question 2: Describe the circumstances of your crime(s)  
 

On June 9, 1997, 17-year-old Kamsoth Suon shot and killed Mr. Mitchell Washington 
on the grass in front of the King Kennedy Center in Modesto, California. Earlier that day, 
Mr. Washington and Mr. Suon had engaged in a drug transaction. Mr. Suon was dissatisfied 
with the deal and perceived that Mr. Washington had lied and stolen drugs from him. In 
response, Mr. Suon went to his friend Sophan Chouk, a member of Crazy Mob Family street 
gang, and borrowed a handgun. Mr. Suon returned to the location of the drug transaction. 
Once there, he shot Mr. Washington four times, killing him. (See Report and 
Recommendation of the Probation Officer, Exhibit C.)   
 

Mr. Suon acknowledges that he bears full responsibility and culpability for his crime. 
He understands the severity of his actions and the harm caused to Mr. Washington, Mr. 
Washington’s family, and to society more generally. He understands why he received the 
sentence that he did. Mr. Suon has no one to blame but himself for his actions and deeply 
regrets the tragic decision he made. While nothing can excuse what Mr. Suon did, the 
following information sheds light on his life to help explain why he found himself in the 
situation that he did on June 9, 1997, and how he came to commit his crime. 

 
Mr. Suon had a very difficult childhood. He was born in a refugee camp in Thailand 

as a result of the Cambodian genocide and almost died as an infant due to starvation and 
malnutrition. This experience was not only traumatic for Mr. Suon, but also for the rest of his 
family. After fleeing Cambodia, residing in a refugee camp in Thailand, and eventually 
resettling in the United States, Mr. Suon’s parents rarely spoke of the horrors that they 
witnessed during those years. As refugees living in the United States, Mr. Suon’s parents 
struggled to make ends meet. His father had extramarital affairs and Mr. Suon often 
witnessed verbal and physical altercations between his parents.  

 
During elementary school, Mr. Suon suffered relentless bullying because of a learning 

disability and his identity as an immigrant. As a result, he became depressed, withdrawn, and 
isolated. Mr. Suon had a strained relationship with his parents, particularly his father, who 
abused him physically and emotionally on various occasions. Instead, Mr. Suon looked up to 
his older brother, Kamsan, as a role model. In middle school, Kamsan joined a gang. 
Following in his brother’s footsteps, and seeking a sense of acceptance and belonging, Mr. 
Suon eventually became a member of the same gang.  

 
The gang provided Mr. Suon with something that he was desperately seeking, though 

had not found at home or at school: a sense of belonging and acceptance. When he was 
young, Mr. Suon dreaded the humiliation he would experience when his teacher called his 
name and the other students would laugh and tease him for his name. In the gang, Mr. Suon 
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developed kinship with others who shared similar immigrant experiences. Mr. Suon’s actions 
escalated quickly after he joined the gang, and he progressed from committing minor 
offenses to more serious crimes like burglary and assault. Mr. Suon was willing to do 
anything to prove his loyalty to his gang and fellow associates, who he considered his family.  

 
On June 9th, 1997, at the age of 17, Mr. Suon encountered Mr. Mitchell Washington 

at a park in Modesto, California. The drug transaction between the two went awry when Mr. 
Suon perceived that Mr. Washington stole drugs from him. His mentality would not allow 
Mr. Washington to get away with it. Mr. Suon feared that his gang would view him as weak 
and soft. An immature teenager, fueled by anger and insecurities, Mr. Suon decided to get a 
gun and retaliate against Mr. Washington. He returned to the park and shot Mr. Washington 
several times, killing him.2  
 
Question 3: How a Commutation of Sentence May Impact Mr. Suon’s Life 
 

Mr. Suon is a changed man and deserves a second chance at life. Mr. Suon has been 
diligently preparing for a parole hearing before the Board that he thought would take place in 
January of 2022. Now, he must wait until 2040 – when he will be 61 years old – for the 
opportunity to come home. But Mr. Suon has put in the work today necessary for sustainable 
personal transformation. At the time of his life crime, Mr. Suon was an immature and 
impressionable teenager. Scientific studies reveal that the area of the brain responsible for 
impulse control and understanding consequences are not yet fully mature until a person is in 
their mid-to-late 20s. Moreover, Mr. Suon’s “first strike,” which renders him ineligible for a 
youth offender parole hearing, was a juvenile offense to which the same logic applies. As 
youth offenders age, maturity can lead to reflection that is the foundation for remorse, 
renewal, and rehabilitation. Mr. Suon embodies the rationale underlying the decision to 
create youth offender parole hearings. Mr. Suon has demonstrated self-reflection, remorse 
and rehabilitation. He is now a forty-three-year-old man who is ready to reenter society and 
become a productive member of the community.  A commutation of sentence would have a 
tremendous impact on Mr. Suon’s life.  
 

A commutation of Mr. Suon’s sentence would allow him to rebuild his relationships 
with family, friends, and community. At the time of Mr. Suon’s life crime, his girlfriend was 
pregnant with their first child. Mr. Suon’s son is now twenty-four years old. Although Mr. 
Suon and his son have a very close relationship, Mr. Suon desperately wishes to be 
physically present for his son and to strengthen their relationship. While incarcerated, Mr. 
Suon’s mother tragically passed away. Mr. Suon’s father also just recently passed away.  
 

Beyond rebuilding relationships with family and friends, Mr. Suon hopes to make 
amends to the community as a contributing and productive member of society. Mr. Suon has 

 
2 Mr. Suon acknowledges that he told a different story at trial because he was in denial and did not want to 

be implicated in a drug transaction. He has since accepted full responsibility for his actions and recounted the events 
truthfully and to the best of his ability.  
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learned many transferable skills in prison and looks forward to maintaining gainful 
employment if he is released. Mr. Suon is also a talented speaker and writer. During his 
recent years of incarceration, he has stepped into numerous leadership roles, facilitating 
group sessions for Al-Anon and serving as a mentor for over five years in Life-2-Life 
program, assisting mentees with topics such as drug awareness, self-esteem, integrity, goal 
setting, character development, and positive change. If released, Mr. Suon hopes to share his 
story with others and help at-risk youth. He hopes that he can serve as a mentor and teacher 
for adolescents who face hardship and are at risk of taking a similar path.  
 

Finally, Mr. Suon looks forward to enjoying the small things that a life outside of 
prison would provide. He hopes to take his son to a sports event, go to the gym, and help his 
family with home repairs and small projects. Someday, Mr. Suon hopes to take a ride in a hot 
air balloon.  Mr. Suon cares about his continued healing and rehabilitation and will remain 
committed to his physical, emotional, and spiritual development.  

 
Question 4: Mr. Suon’s Life Since His Conviction 
 
Self-Help Programming  
 
            For the first sixteen years of Mr. Suon’s prison sentence, he felt helpless and 
continued his destructive ways. At this sixteen-year mark, in 2014, Mr. Suon made a 
conscious decision to change his thinking and his ways of being. Since then, Mr. Suon has 
been taking his personal growth and self-development seriously and has been addressing his 
anger issues, addiction issues, gang mentality, and violent behavior through diligent 
participation in a wide array self-help groups and other educational opportunities. These 
programs have helped him develop key insight into who he once was and equip him with the 
skills and tools to prevent relapse into his former ways of thinking and behaving. 
  

Mr. Suon has completed the following programs: 
  
Name of Program Date 

Completed 
Description 

Anger Management 8/23/2004 Eight-hour class on the physiology of anger, 
relationship dynamics, and affirmations. 

Narcotics 
Anonymous 

1/1/2005 Mr. Suon attended Narcotics Anonymous 
meetings regularly from July to December 
2004. 
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Alternatives to 
Violence 

4/11/2006 Three-day volunteer program teaching the 
necessary skills and means other than violent 
behavior to solve problems. 

Life Without a 
Crutch 

3/1/2007 Two-month addiction recovery course focusing 
on self-directed change and skill-development 
to build a higher quality of life based on self-
respect and achievement. 

Success from the 
Inside Out 

8/29/2007 A life skills program on anger management. 

Seeking Peaceful 
Solutions 

3/30/2009 Six-hour seminar on Domestic Violence, Anger 
Management, and Parenting for Absentee 
Fathers. 

Partnership for Re-
entry Program 

6/17/2009 Three-hour training on re-integration back into 
society. 

Union Rescue 
Mission 

6/17/2009 Self-help seminar focused on financial 
stewardship, physical education, anger 
management, and relapse prevention. 

Fathers Behind Bars 5/14/2010 Seven-hour seminar in the fundamentals and 
principles in preparing for Lifer Parole 
Consideration Hearings. 

Criminal & Gang 
Member’s 
Anonymous 

10/19/2010 Twelve-step, faith-based recovery program that 
addresses lifestyle addiction toward gang 
activity and criminal thinking. 

Gospel Echoes 
Team 

9/13/2011 A series of eight courses by Home Bible 
Studies. 

Basic Series Bible 
Study 
Correspondence 

9/20/2011 Correspondence course on loving God, growing 
in the Christian life, sharing the Christian faith 
and growing toward maturity. 
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Parent Coaching 10/4/2012 Twelve-hour course on effective parenting that 

provided effective strategies for creating 
positive parent/child relationship throughout 
and post-incarceration. 

Creative Options 1/2/2014 A six-lesson correspondence program on 
parenting from a distance. 

Choices Anger and 
Stress Management 

4/15/2014 A self-help program designed to help 
participants identify the underlying seeds of 
anger and stress, and learn how to manage both 
in healthy and constructive ways. 

Choices Victim 
Awareness 

6/11/2014 A self-help program designed to help 
participants learn to acknowledge and 
recognize all the victims of their crimes. 

Choices Addiction 
and Recovery 

8/12/2014 A self-help program designed to help 
participants develop tools to avoid relapse and 
maintain complete abstinence from drug and 
alcohol use. 

Finding The Way 11/3/2014 A course to help individuals talk honestly and 
frankly with a facilitator (a chaplain) about life, 
God, and faith. 

Creative Options 12/3/2014 Correspondence course in anger management. 

Life.com 12/16/2014 Sixteen-session program covering goal setting, 
the power of beliefs, perceptions and attitudes, 
irrational beliefs, roles in the community, 
impulse control techniques, and skill-
preparation for reentering the workforce. 

Self-Awareness 
Skills Group 

4/10/2016 Multiple, twenty-six-week sessions discussing 
anger management, family issues, integrity, 
personal growth, and failures. 

308 -  Executive Report on Clemency 2024



K. Suon Commutation Application 
April 15, 2022 
Page 8 of 12 
  
Skill Group 4/6/2017 Group discussion on the differences between 

functional and dysfunctional family systems, 
the effect on family members, taking 
responsibility for one’s actions, and developing 
techniques to deal with issues in a positive and 
productive manner. 

Bridges to Freedom 10/17/2017 Twelve-week, fifty-hour course focusing on 
victim’s rights and the impact of crimes to 
victims and the community. 

Fresh Start 12/19/2017 Narcotics Anonymous program involving 
discussions about sobriety, triggers, relapses, 
life issues, and resources available to 
recovering addicts to help them stay sober. Mr. 
Suon participated in this program for over three 
years.  

Al-Anon Group 12/30/2017 Group discussions of the emotional and 
psychological effects on friends and family 
living with alcoholics. Mr. Suon participated 
for 19 months. 

Houses of Healing 8/15/2018 13-session emotional literacy and skill-building 
course focused on changing life-long patterns 
of violence and addiction. Skills taught include 
emotional self-regulation, stress management, 
social problem-solving skills and non-
aggressive responses to challenging situations. 

Life-2-Life 1/17/2019 Mr. Suon participated for five years in this six-
month, biweekly program.  Mr. Suon served as 
a mentor assisting his mentee with topics such 
as drug awareness, self-esteem, integrity, goal 
setting, character development, and positive 
change. 
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Peacemakers’ 
Alliance 
Community 
Transformation 

2/1/2019 A peer support group committed to nonviolence 
and building peaceful communities. 

Peacemakers’ 
Alliance 
Community 
Transformation 

2/8/2019 Ten-session, twenty-hour programs focused on 
preparing individuals to positively affect their 
communities upon reentry to society by 
becoming positive and contributing members of 
their community. Mr. Suon learned 
constructive ways to de-escalate anger, mitigate 
stress, and practice active listening and non-
violent communication. 

Guiding Rage Into 
Power (GRIP) 

7/19/2019 One-year, comprehensive offender-
accountability program that teaches how to stop 
and transform violence, develop emotional 
intelligence, cultivate mindfulness, and 
understand victim impact, with the goal of 
maintaining a lifelong pledge of nonviolence 
and peacekeeping. 

Anger Management 
Group 

10/16/2019 Eight-week, weekly program on anger 
management. 

CRIMINON The 
Way to Happiness 
Course 

9/24/2020 A course establishing a common-sense moral 
code to replace a criminal code of conduct and 
emphasizing why ethical behavior is the way to 
lead a happier and more productive life. 

Insight 
Development the 
GOGI Way 

10/19/2020 A course on positive decision making as a 
useful means to the development of increased 
insight into the link between thoughts, words, 
and actions. 

CLEAR 2/28/2021 Victim Insight Project 
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 Education & Skill Development 
            

Mr. Suon has completed a wide range of classes and earned numerous certifications 
that have provided him with marketable skills that will help him to lead a productive and 
professional life after prison. Mr. Suon has completed the following educational 
advancements: 
  
Certification Name Date 

Completed 
Description 

Arithmetic/Mathematics Program 1/11/2003 Creek Adult School 

California Board of Education 8/24/2004 High School Diploma 

Vocational Mill & Cabinet 
Course 

9/20/2007 Worked as the teacher’s aide to assist 
others with their projects and the use 
of different tools and machinery 

HVAC Level One 3/13/2014 NCCER standardized craft training 
program 

Federal Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) 
Refrigerant License 

4/16/2014 Successful completion of the EPA 
Refrigerant License Examination 

Custodial Maintenance 1/9/2016 Certification provided by TPC 
Training Systems 

COVID-19 Sterilization Training 3/12/2020 Completed additional training in 
Healthcare Facilities Maintenance 

Healthcare Facilities 
Maintenance 

4/30/2020 Completed training in accordance 
with apprenticeship standards and 
achieved the skills and knowledge 
required of a journeyman 
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As a way to make amends and give back to his community, Mr. Suon has participated 
in the following volunteer opportunities: 
  
Name Date 

Completed 
Description 

DVI Day of Peace 08/13/2017 An event with the theme of education and 
rehabilitation where progressive, positive, and like-
minded staff and inmates came together to foster an 
atmosphere of individual responsibility, growth, and 
peace. 

Special Olympics 9/13/2015 Participated in walkathon and made a charitable 
donation benefiting the Special Olympics. 

 
Prison Discipline 
  

Though Mr. Suon has had some setbacks since his commitment to rehabilitation in 
2014, he has bounced back from them quickly and made the appropriate amends and 
corrections to his behavior. He has only received two Rules Violation Reports (CDC 115s), 
both taking place over 17 years ago in 2004. The first one was received on June 5th, 2004 for 
smoking and refusing to provide identification. The second one was received on December 
12th, 2001 for possession of a falsified document, which gave him permission to wear soft 
shoes. Neither of these Rules Violation Reports involved violence or indicate that Mr. Suon 
is a risk for violence if released. Mr. Suon received two Custodial Counseling Chronos 
(128As). The first one was received on October 5th, 2002 for unauthorized window 
coverings. The second one was received on December 6th, 2004 for indecent exposure 
related to public urination. Mr. Suon received an Informational Chrono (128B) in 2018 for 
engaging in unsolicited and inappropriate correspondence with a prison staff member. Mr. 
Suon deeply regrets this incident and is sincerely remorseful for the harm he caused the staff 
member. 
  

Despite these setbacks, Mr. Suon has made great strides in addressing his treatment 
needs and developing insight about his past conduct. Through self-help programs, he has 
accepted responsibility for his actions and renounced his old ways of criminal thinking and 
gang affiliation. He is consistently lauded for his diligent participation in these self-help 
programs and commended for his willingness to help others in the role of a mentor and 
facilitator.  Mr. Suon is also recognized by several correctional officers for how courteous, 
respectful, peaceful, and positive he is. Correctional officers particularly emphasized Mr. 
Suon’s capacity for compassion and respect for others, making him a “positive example for 
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other inmates.”3 Correctional officers speak highly of Mr. Suon’s selflessness while 
performing critical custodial work in the medical unit during the COVID-19 pandemic and 
his dedication to bettering himself and those around him, making him a “valuable credit to 
society”4 and demonstrating “he has prepared himself for reintegration back into the 
community.”5 
  
Parole Plans 
  

If his sentence is commuted, Mr. Suon hopes to reside in Modesto so that he can be 
near his family, particularly his son. Many family members have offered their support with 
Mr. Suon’s emotional, financial, and housing needs. He has a strong support network in 
place and multiple offers of employment and housing. Alternatively, Mr. Suon is also 
prepared to parole to Cambodia if deported. He has received a letter of support from a family 
member in Cambodia and will receive the support he needs to transition to life in Cambodia 
through Khmer Vulnerability Aid Organization, a non-profit organization specializing in 
assisting Cambodian deportees with integration into Cambodian society by assisting in 
securing legal documentation, employment, basic medical support, and temporary housing. 
  
Conclusion 
  

Mr. Suon has demonstrated profound insight into his criminal actions as a misguided, 
deeply troubled youth and has accepted the consequences of them. He continues to 
proactively seek ways to improve who he is as a person and how he can improve his 
presence and contributions in the community. Mr. Suon has acquired marketable skills that 
will help him secure his employment. Through his extensive self-help programming, Mr. 
Suon has developed key skills that will keep him on the right track and eliminate his risk for 
recidivism. Mr. Suon has demonstrated that he is someone worthy of a sentence 
commutation. 
  

Thank you for your time and consideration. 
  

Sincerely, 
  
Yara Slaton and Claire Magoffin,  
Law Students under the supervision of Lilliana 
Paratore 

 
3 See Exhibit D: Laudatory Chrono from Correctional Officer J. Green. 
4 See Exhibit D: Laudatory Chrono from Correctional Officer J. Green. 
5 See Exhibit E: Laudatory Chrono from Correctional Sergeant K. Lewis. 
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Answers continued from Commutation Application form: 
 
2.  Describe the circumstances of your crime(s). 
 
On January 14, 1980, I shot Mr. Soho and shot Mr. Sakene and killed him.  I also tied up his 
sister Ms. Guan and placed her in a closet.  Afterward I took their jewelry attempted to make it 
as robbery went wrong.  I then tried to set the apartment on fire to get away.  In January 1981 I 
was convicted of first-degree murder sentenced LWOP and an additional 15 years term. 
 
I’ve been racked by guilt and remorse for the devastation caused by my actions. My severe 
addiction to gambling was the context for my horrific choices, but I take full responsibility for 
these crimes. 
 
3.  Describe how a commutation of sentence may impact your life. 
 
I’m now almost 70 years old and am fully rehabilitated.  I would like to spend the next few years 
with my almost 88 years old husband and a 15 months granddaughter and be a productive 
member of society. 
 
I was born in Taiwan in 1950.  In my 20s I was engaged to a man who betrayed my trust by 
having an affair.  I was so ashamed and almost took my own life.  I then met Ron Kocak, an Air 
Force Master Sergeant stationed in Taiwan.  We were dating and he asked me to come to the 
US with him.  I wanted to run away from my shame so I left Taiwan with him and in a short time 
we were married. 
 
When I got to the US, I spoke no English and had a hard time understanding anything.  I started 
working as a chip girl at a casino, and it led to my addiction to gambling.  My marriage fell apart 
with Ron.  Soon after, I met Norman and we married and I gave birth to our son, Glen.  I kept 
gambling and had so much debt that I could not pay.  Even when I was pregnant, I was still 
going to the casino and gambling with all my Chinese friends from Taiwan.  When I was out of 
money I would borrow money from whoever and lie to my husband about it.  I was full of shame 
and guilt and tried to hide everything by lying to my parents, my friends, and my husband all due 
to my compulsive gambling addiction.  Sometimes I would borrow from a loan shark and give 
him my jewelry as a deposit.  I’d see him over two months before the crime and we got into a 
relationship of my borrowing money from him and paying him back.  The third time I couldn’t pay 
it back and I wanted more time.  He told me I had three days or he would sell my jewelry.  I 
didn’t know how to go back.  I felt so desperate and didn’t know how to get out of it.  On that 
fateful day, I killed an innocent man and harmed two other innocent people.  
 
I will never be free of guilt, shame, or remorse.  I will always carry these feelings in my head and 
they will always live in my heart for what I did 40 years ago.  I will die trying to make amends 

1 
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and to honor those I harmed.  I am willing to face the judgement people will always cast my 
way, but I can face them.  I have come to terms with the incredible harm I caused and I will 
never, ever minimize that. 
 
A commutation would give me the chance to live my final years with my family outside of prison. 
I have worked very hard over the years to try to make amends for the harm I caused, to face my 
demons, recover from my addiction, practice kindness and compassion, and finally be a good 
mother, wife and now grandmother.  I treasure all of these relationships and I am applying for 
mercy on behalf of my family.  I have accepted, without bitterness, that I may never leave here, 
but I still try in the hope that someday I can be reunited with my husband, my son, my 
daughter-in-law and my granddaughter, and hug them all outside of prison.  They have always 
been here for me and I want to be there for them more than I can from here. 
 
4.  Describe your life since your conviction. 
 
See attached laudatory chronos and certificates of achievements.  I was a pathological gambler 
and in spite of that compulsion, I was never written up for any gambling in prison nor have I 
received any write-ups in last 20+ years. 
 
After I got to prison I worked hard to process my gambling addiction, even as people gambled 
around me.  I joined Alcoholics Anonymous and Narcotics Anonymous and learned to 
understand and recover from my addiction.  I am even careful not to use the words "you wanna 
bet?"  I have learned and now practice many healthy ways of managing stress.  I meditate a lot 
and practice mainly in Buddhism.  What I really like about Buddhism is that it always teaches me 
to be kind and compassionate and to practice forgiveness.  This has been so important for me 
in prison, living with so many other people in a chaotic place. 
 
I served as a leader on the Inmate Advisory Council (IAC) and as a unit representative for many 
years.  When new people would come into prison, I always did my best to guide them to the 
right path, in the hopes that they would become a productive member of society who would not 
return to prison.  I have received numerous certificates of recognition for my achievements in 
prison.  I also learned most of my English while in prison and even earned a B.A. while I was at 
CIW. 
 
What I am most proud of since I've been incarcerated would have to be my co-parenting with 
my husband, Norman, who has always stayed by my side.  Glen was a baby when I got 
arrested and throughout his life I tried hard to nurture him and stay as close as I could.  I tried to 
instill as much morals in him as possible under the circumstances.  I am so proud of the person 
he has become — an honorable man, a wonderful husband and now a devoted and loving 
father to Iris, my beloved granddaughter.  There is nothing I dream of more than holding Iris 
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outside of prison and teaching her about Chinese customs.  I also plan to give back to my 
community outside of prison, hopefully helping children and elderly people. 
 
People in my community here, including prison staff who have worked with me over the years, 
have testified of my rehabilitation.  I’m including some of that testimony below. Thank you. 
 
 
Commendations by Correctional Staff (selections) 
 
D. Mines (Correctional Officer) — undated 

● Elaine “maintains her integrity in all that she does” and is “courteous and respectful to all 
individuals, regardless of the individual’s stature.” “It is my sincere belief that she will not 
only be an asset to whatever she involves herself in, but will also be an extremely 
positive addition to society, as a law-abiding citizen, upon release.”  

 
C. Celestin (Correctional Officer) — December 2019 

● Elaine “has always been helpful and consistent with her attitude and behavior.” She 
“should be commended for having a good outlook on life and for her behavior and 
progress she has attained regarding her personal growth… Inmate Wong has learned 
many other skills since her incarceration that would make her be a valued employee 
once released.” 

 
T. Huffman (Correctional Officer) — January 2019 

● Elaine’s “positive demeanor has provided a better working environment for staff, as well 
as a more positive living environment for inmates. Inmate Wong should be applauded for 
her commendable behavior.” 

 
M. Arington (Correctional Officer) — December 2018 

● Elaine demonstrates a “polite and respectful demeanor towards staff and peers.” She 
“has been extremely focused on her rehabilitation… her performance and positive 
attitude reflects favorably on herself, the individuals she works with, and the Central 
California Women’s Facility. Inmate Wong is an asset to this institution, and will be an 
asset to the community once she is granted parole.” 

 
S. Galindo (Correctional Officer) — February 2018 

● Elaine “has always been courteous and respectful to both staff and inmates, and I have 
never seen her have a negative interaction with anyone. Despite her long term of 
incarceration, Inmate Wong has a very good demeanor and a strong work ethic. Inmate 
Wong should be commended for her positive behavior.” 

 
D. Johnson (Correctional Sergeant) — February 2018 
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● In approximately 14 years of knowing Elaine, he has “observed her to be an extremely 
positive person with an admirable work ethic… It is my opinion that Inmate Wong has 
been striving to show her full potential over the decades she’s been incarcerated. 
Further, Inmate Wong has proven on numerous occasions to be an asset to the CCWF 
community.” 

 
M. W. Poage (Captain) — January 2013 

● Has known Elaine since 1996 and commends her for “always displaying a positive and 
professional attitude towards staff and inmates alike. I have no doubt that Inmat Wong 
will be an asset to society.” 

 
D. Hayward (Correctional Officer) — January 2013 

● In 14 years of knowing Elaine, “she has always maintained an air of integrity regardless 
of her situation. She is respected by both inmates and staff.” 

 
A. N. Ayoub (Correctional Lieutenant) — December 2012 

● Has known Elaine for more than 20 years and commends her for “her outstanding job 
performance and optimistic attitude.” She “has an exceptional attitude and she remains 
focused on bettering herself… I have no doubt that Inmate Wong will be an asset to 
society, and I applaud her on a job very well done.”  

 
D. Mora (Correctional Officer) — December 2012 

● Has known Elaine since 1997 and commends her on her exceptional behavior, work 
ethic, and mentorship of women coming into prison. “I believe that Inmate Wong is a 
positive influence for other inmates and I applaud her on a job well done.” 

 
T. Clark (Correctional Sergeant) — November 2012 

● Has known Elaine for 7 years and commends her for her behavior, positive attitude, and 
willingness to share what she has learned from her experience with others. “I know that 
Inmate Wong will be a productive member of society, and I believe that she should be 
applauded on her exemplary behavior.”  

 
L. Dawson (Correctional Sergeant) — April 2012 

● Wrote “in observing Inmate Wong it is my opinion that she has excelled in all that she 
has done. She has always treated staff and inmates with respect… Inmate Wong has 
never hesitated to be of assistance, which was highly appreciated.”  

 
R. Castro (Correctional Officer) — April 2012 

● Commends Elaine's “positive attitude and behavior” and her “polite and cheerful” 
disposition. “She has superb communication skills, which have been extremely helpful 
when dealing with the prison environment.” She has shown “tremendous strength while 
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dealing with a difficult situation, and I believe she has the skills to be able to adapt to 
whatever she may encounter in the future.” 

 
M.R. Castellanos (Correctional Sergeant) — March 2012 

● Commends Elaine for outstanding work and exemplary program; often she would “go 
above and beyond what was expected.” “She has excelled in all that she undertakes and 
has never hesitated to be of assistance, often coming into work on her off time to cover 
shifts if needed. She works eagerly and swiftly, completing all tasks in record time. Her 
skills in this area were second to none, and her dedication to the job was appreciated.” 

 
C. Torres (Facility Captain) — March 2012 

● Has known Elaine for 13 years. “She has taken responsibility for her actions and has 
family support. She has remained disciplinary free since the 80s. She will not make the 
same mistake twice. She should be considered for parole. If she were unemployed, she 
would seek employment with her many talents and knows what is expected of her. She 
is one of the few who will make it in society and will help to make it a better place.” 

 
R. Barrett (Correctional Officer) — January 2012 

● Has known Elaine for 5 years and witnessed both staff and peers turning to her for help 
and advice. Elaine has “helped to deescalate a potentially bad situation.” Elaine “has 
shown tremendous strength in the face of adversity and would be able to positively 
handle whatever challenges she may be faced with in the future.” 

 
G. Frutoz (Correctional Officer) — January 2012 

● “Inmate Wong will be an asset to society once she is released, and I believe she should 
be applauded on her remarkable conduct.” 

 
B. Baughman (Correctional Officer) — November 2011 

● “In the approximately 18 years I have known Inmate Wong, I have noted that she has 
always been polite, courteous and respectful to both staff and inmates… I feel that 
Inmate Wong is a role model for other inmates, and I believe that she should be 
applauded on her remarkable conduct.” 

 
T. Tyson (Correctional Officer) — May 2011 

● “Inmate Wong is very well respected by her peers, and I believe has served, and will 
continue to serve, as a mentor to younger inmates. I believe that Inmate Wong has 
exhibited outstanding behavior for which she should be commended.” 

 
P. Musgrove (Correctional Counselor) — October 2007 

● “A very notable trait of Wong’s is her demeanor and personality, which has allowed her 
to work harmoniously and effectively with her co-workers and staff.” 
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Governor Newsom’s 2024 Reprieve Grants 
 
Last Name First Name CDCR # Date of Reprieve 

 
Page 

Ceballos Julio K38481 10/21/2024 357 
Dunn Patrick H81949 7/12/2024 358 
Platz Lisa X00383 3/8/2024 359 
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