August 18, 2006

The Honorable Thad Cochran
Chairman

Committee on Appropriations
United States Senate

S-128 Capitol

Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Richard C. Shelby
Chairman

Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice and
Science

Committee on Appropriations

United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

RE: Salmon Commercial Fishery Failure Funding

The Honorable Robert C. Byrd
Ranking Minority Member
Committee on Appropriations
United States Senate

S-125A Capitol

Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Barbara A. Mikulski

Ranking Minority Member

Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice and
Science

Committee on Appropriations

United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Cochran, Chairman Shelby, Senator Byrd and Senator Mikulski,

Secretary of Commerce Carlos Gutierrez has declared a commercial fishery failure pursuant to
section 312(a) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act for the
salmon fishing season in the states of California and Oregon (declaration attached). This is only
the second time ever that the Secretary of Commerce has declared a commercial fishery failure
before the fishing season has ended, which underscores the magnitude of the disaster. We
appreciate the extraordinary personal attention the Secretary and his staff have given to this
severe situation on our coast. We are writing to seek your assistance in providing emergency
funding to help the affected fishing communities, either through an amendment or in conference.






